
New Book Donation Guidelines
Thank you for your interest in supporting our early learning program. Donations of
new and gently used books are a great help to our partner clinics and to Reach Out
and Read Minnesota as an organization. We know that a good book can change a
child’s life!

Below, we have listed a few guidelines to make the process as smooth as possible.

● If possible, please notify Reach Out and ReadMN staff before starting your
book drive. That way we can work together to make a plan to get the best,
and most appropriate books to a clinic that has a need. Please reach out to us
at getinvolved@reachoutandreadmn.org about your plans or with any
questions you may have.

● In most cases, Reach Out and Read MN staff is unable to pick-up outside
donations.We ask that the donor arrange for the transportation of books to
our book storage facility in Bloomington (we will provide an address after you
connect with us about your book drive) .

● We ask that donors provide us with a list of titles and quantities of books
once they have been collected. This helps us make sure that the books are
appropriate for our program and that they go to the most appropriate clinic in
our network. If possible, please also provide us with a receipt of purchase
from the vendor, a total receiptable value of the purchase, or an approximate
value per book price

Book Guidelines

● For our core program, we only accept new books.
● If you are interested in participating in a book drive for gently-used books,

please see our gently-used book criteria here (download).
● All books should be appropriate for children ages 0 to 5 years.
● We cannot accept books that contain: violence, unhealthy habits, religious or

otherwise inappropriate themes (this includes coloring
books/textbooks/reference books).

● Our partner clinics generally prefer books that do not contain commercial
characters or commercial themes, They also prefer books made from sturdier,
high quality materials, rather than thin plastic covers.

● Good examples: Never Touch an Animal ABC: S Is for Shark, Chicka Chicka
ABC, Yum, Yum (Somali/English), Adventures of Beekle, Ellray Jakes

● Examples of books that we are not looking for: (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7)
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mailto:getinvolved@reachoutandreadmn.org
https://reachoutandreadmn.org/file_download/294dce28-2eb0-4e17-a8a2-31e77a3c8d52
https://clubs.scholastic.com/never-touch-an-animal-abc%3A-s-is-for-shark/9781805440598-rco-us.html#start=15
https://clubs.scholastic.com/chicka-chicka-abc/9780590597739-rco-us.html#prefn1=isBuyableByTeachers&prefv1=true&start=34&sz=18
https://clubs.scholastic.com/chicka-chicka-abc/9780590597739-rco-us.html#prefn1=isBuyableByTeachers&prefv1=true&start=34&sz=18
https://starbrightbooks.com/somali-english/469-1120-yum-yum.html#/58-language-somali_english/121-book_type-board_book
https://www.allaboutbooks.org/6606A
https://www.books4school.com/ellray-jakes-2-books-in-1-ellray-jakes-9780593527306-0593527305.html?pageId=4
https://clubs.scholastic.com/tim-burton%E2%80%99s-the-nightmare-before-christmas%3A-you%E2%80%99re-my-little-nightmare/9780794452292-rco-us.html#start=18
https://clubs.scholastic.com/bluey%3A-all-about-bingo/9780593658390-rco-us.html?categorybreadcrumb=%7C%20Bluey#prefn1=isBuyableByTeachers&prefv1=true&prefn2=seriesName&prefv2=Bluey&start=2
https://www.books4school.com/if-animals-celebrated-christmas-if-animals-kissed-good-night-board-book-9780374313081-0374313083.html?pageId=2
https://www.books4school.com/fine-cooking-cook-fresh-150-recipes-for-cooking-and-eating-fresh-year-round-9781600859595-1600859593.html?pageId=2
https://www.books4school.com/if-animals-celebrated-christmas-if-animals-kissed-good-night-board-book-9780374313081-0374313083.html?pageId=2
https://www.books4school.com/miriams-cup-a-passover-story-scholastic-bookshelf-9780439811118-0439811112.html?pageId=1
https://www.books4school.com/merchant-of-venice-barrons-graphic-classics-9780764144462-0764144464.html?pageId=5


WhatWe Need

● Our greatest need is for books for children ages 0-2 years. This most often
includes board books and fabric books.

● Books that feature diverse characters, images, and stories, as well as
bilingual books are most often in high demand. High need languages in our
region usually include Spanish, Somali, and Hmong, but needs vary by clinic.

Where to Get Started:

Bulk book retailers often have the greatest per dollar value. A few of our
recommended partners include: All About Books, Books4School, Star Bright Books,
and Scholastic. We also encourage you to support your local children’s book store.
Some of our Minnesota favorites include: Birchbark Books,Magers & Quinn
Booksellers, Black Bears and Blueberries Publishing andWild Rumpus.

Crowdfunding platforms, such as GoFundMe can be a useful tool for gathering
funds to buy books. One option is to provide a link to the website you intend to
purchase books from, then ask your donors to leave the titles of the books they
would like to “purchase” as a note in their donation.

We ask that you share our guidelines with anyone who may be purchasing books for
this donation.

Thank you for donating to Reach Out and Read MN!
Please reach out to us with any questions at:

getinvolved@reachoutandreadmn.org
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